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Galatians Introduction
I. Writer – Paul
A. Writer calls himself Paul: 1:1; 5:2
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B. Historical references can be harmonized with Acts. We will see them as we proceed.
II. Recipients – (see map of territory)
A. North Galatia
B. South Galatia – to the cities of the first journey. 
There are many reasons for choosing South Galatia. The main reason is that there is no mention of the Jerusalem Council. Since the problem in Galatians is the problem that was settled at the Jerusalem council, {i.e. Gentiles do not have to keep the Law for salvation or sanctification.} you would expect Paul to use that information to prove his case. Since he did not do so, we may assume that Galatians was written before the council convened. End of discussion.

III. Date of Writing – AD 48
A. Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to carry monetary help during the Jewish famine. Acts 11:29-30
B. They returned to Antioch from the 1st Missionary journey.
C. Reports of the Judaizers in Galatia reach Paul.
D. Paul writes The Epistle to the Galatians – AD 48
E. The Jerusalem council convenes, Acts 15 – AD 49/50
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IV. Place of writing – Antioch in Syria
V. Characteristics of Galatians –
A. Contrasts in feelings – love for the Christians – hate for the Judaizers.
B. Except for Ephesians, it is the only group epistle.

C. It is the only Pauline Epistle that omits “thanksgiving in the salutation.
D. Galatians and II Corinthians are the most autobiographical of Paul’s Epistles.
E. Galatians is similar to Romans. They both teach about justification by faith:

Romans tells what it is; Galatians tells what it is not.
F. It has a unique ending – large letters or large epistle?
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VI. The Judaizers
A. Their Message
1. In the Gospels – Salvation is by the Law. Circumcision is necessary for salvation.
2. Epistles – Sanctification is by the Law. Keeping the Law is necessary for Sanctification. 

B. Their Appeal
1. They had Scriptures on their side.

2. Natural sympathetic appeal, Jew to Jew.
3. Their message appealed to man’s religiosity.

4. They came from the “Mother church” Jerusalem. Paul came from Antioch, a Gentile church
Exposition - Galatians 1:1-5
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I. Introduction: 

A. The Ground of Liberty – 1:1-5
1 The Writer – “Paul” – 1:1
“Paul, an apostle” - He is an Apostle, ἀπόστολος. It means one who is sent. The question in Paul’s case is, “Sent by whom?”
This question anticipates the direct purpose of the Epistle - To demonstrate that Paul is a real apostle? 
Does his message have the authority of the apostles in Jerusalem?
In fact, Paul stops right here to make sure that the Galatians, esp. the Judaizers, know that he is a spokesman for God.
He says parenthetically, (“not from men nor through man, but ﻿﻿through Jesus Christ and God the Father ﻿﻿who raised Him from the dead”), 

“Not through men” – 
Not through any group of men:
Not the apostles in Jerusalem or the leaders in Antioch

Not through any single man:

Not Ananias who helped him in Damascus.
Not Barnabas who was responsible for bringing Paul down to teach in Antioch. (Paul will return to this topic in 1:10)
2. The Readers – Churches (plural) – 1:2
Assuming the South Galatia view, the churches are: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch (in Pisidia)
3. The Greeting – 1:3a
This is Paul’s normal greeting. However, it does not have the usual added feature of praise and thanksgiving that is found in most of the other epistles. The pastoral epistles have an added feature – Mercy, probably because pastors need mercy.
a. Grace – “Grace to you” – χάρις – Greek greeting.
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We think of salvation when we hear the grace, especially when Paul is fighting such a battle against the Judaizers. But, grace in the context of this greeting is not at all for salvation, but the unmerited favor of God which is sufficient to sustain us in living the Christian life which is honorable to God. 
b. Peace – “and peace” – Jewish greeting 

εἰρήνη – שָׁלוֹם לָכֶם - Shalom, peace.
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This refers to a positive wholeness or wellness that a man enjoys when he is right with God, positionally and experientially. Only a believer can have that kind of peace. And, only a believer, living under grace can be an instrument of Divine grace. The Judaizers, though they may have been believers, were not living under grace. Worse than that, they were trying to bring others out from under the grace of God for daily living into the bondage of the Law. This greeting is one strike against that. 
4. The source of the Greeting – 1:3b
“from ﻿﻿God {our} Father and {our} Lord Jesus Christ,”
Where the word “our” should go is a question, but it makes little, if any, difference. God is our Father and Jesus is our Lord Jesus Christ. [See the next verse]. It is interesting to note that God is not only the Father of Jesus- He is also the Father of us.
5. The basis for the Greeting – His sacrifice – 1:4a
In keeping with the grace principle, Paul describes Jesus as the One, “﻿who gave Himself up for our sins,”
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He took care of the sin problem that separated us from the Father and made salvation possible. The active verb “gave” shows that the death was voluntary. The reflexive pronoun “Himself” shows that His surrender to the Father’s will was personal and total. 
6. The purpose of that sacrifice – 1:4b 
“that He might deliver us ﻿﻿from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,”
The salvation was not just a ticket to heaven. It is that. We will be delivered from this evil age when He returns and judges the world and delivers His people. There is also the deliverance from the evil in this life. In Jesus’ high priestly prayer (John 17: 15-17) He prayed,
“I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but ﻿﻿that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. ﻿﻿Sanctify ﻿﻿them by Your truth. ﻿﻿Your word is truth.”
As he often does, Paul breaks into a doxology of praise because of the wonderful truth he has just written,
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“to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” 
That is our destiny, ascribing glory to God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ. We will not be alone. We will be joined by all the ones in heaven, in the earth, and under the earth. The confession we make will involve the words, “Lord Jesus Christ” - Philippians 2:8-11
But Galatians 1:5 says it will be to the Glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:11 says:

“and ﻿﻿that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, …to the glory of God the Father.”
There is no jealousy in the Godhead. The Father will rejoice in the worship of His Son.
Paul will come back to this theme of oneness for the church in Chapter 6.
Conclusion
